
Friday August 28th, 2020 

Hello James Hill Families, 
 
On behalf of the entire staff, I want to extend a very warm welcome back to school! I hope that you had the 
chance to spend some time with friends and family over these past summer months while enjoying the warm, 
beautiful weather. As a new principal to James Hill Elementary I am very excited to get to know you all and 
have been working hard to learn as much as possible about the school and community.  
 
I know that there are many questions about how school will start-up and how it will run safely and smoothly for 
all students and staff and below are the documents that guided our Restart Plan development: 

o Operational Guidelines for School Districts and Independent School Authorities  
o Langley District Restart Plan 
o Langley District Health and Safety Guidelines 
o Or visit the Langley School District Website here 

 
Hopefully this letter provides some clarity around the systems and structures James Hill Elementary has 
designed to ensure Health and Safety is our top priority. There is a lot of information, so please read this 
document carefully. 

 

When will my child’s first day of school be? 
As indicated recently in the Provincial and District communication, students will not attend school on Tuesday, 
September 8th or Wednesday, September 9th.  These days provide much-needed planning and training time for 
our teachers, support staff, custodial and administration to prepare for student return.  
 
You will receive an email from a teacher by Wednesday, Sept. 9 (afternoon) indicating what classroom door 
(including map) your children should go to on their first day. 
 
Students will attend ONE day this week:  EITHER Thursday, September 10th OR Friday, September 11th. 
Please see the chart below to confirm which day your child will attend and note the starting and end 
time for that day. Families will attend based on the youngest child’s last name. 

 

 
Example: 
 If your youngest child’s last name for all your grade 1-5 children is “Smith”, all your children will attend with the 
M-Z family group: Friday from 8:51-11:19am.  

 Tuesday, 
September 8th  

Wednesday, 
September 9th  

Thursday, September 
10 

Friday, September  
11 

Students 
Who 

Attend: 

Students 
not in 

attendance 

Students 
not in 

attendance 

Only gr. 1-5 
families with last 

names A-L 
 

Only gr. 1-5 
families with last 

names M-Z 
 

Arrival 
Time: 

n/a n/a *8:51 am *8:51 am 

Dismissal 
Time: 

n/a n/a *11:19 am *11:19 am 

Drop off 
Location: 

n/a n/a See teacher email on 
Sept. 9 regarding 

exterior classroom door 
for drop off 

See teacher email on 
Sept. 9 regarding 

exterior classroom door 
for drop off 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/08/COVID19_OperationalGuidelnesK12_08172020.pdf
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/08/Education-Restart-Plan-2020Aug26-Final.pdf
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/08/September-Start-Up-Guidelines-for-Schools-K-12-COVID-19-2020Aug26.pdf
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/district-board-news/ministry-updates-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/


Kindergartens: If your child is entering Kindergarten this year, the kindergarten teachers will be 
communicating with you your child’s schedule. Kindergarten gradual entry has been adjusted and will 
commence on Monday, September 14th.  

 

What is a learning group or cohort? 
As you are likely already aware, the Ministry guidelines and Provincial Health Office recommend that students 
in classes be placed into learning groups or cohorts. As indicated in our District Information Bulletin on August 
21st: 

Learning Group/Cohort: A learning group, or cohort, is a group of students and staff who remain 
together throughout the school year and who primarily interact with each other. Learning 
groups/cohorts were recommended by the Provincial Health Officer to help reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19. Learning groups/cohorts can also include teachers and support staff. 

 
In elementary, learning groups/cohorts are set at 60 (including students and staff). Classes will be placed into 
learning groups/cohorts after careful consideration by staff and administration regarding optimal class pairings, 
grade groupings, and supporting collaboration opportunities for instruction. Teachers within cohorts will work 
together to ensure the safety of students while providing engaging and interactive opportunities for students’ 
physical, social, emotional and academic well-being. Staff that work with multiple cohorts (example, music 
teachers or SEAs) will maintain physical distancing when working with children and/or wear a mask if this 
cannot be maintained.  

 

Who will my child’s teacher be? 
Your first-week cohort teacher will communicate with you via email on Friday, September 11th (afternoon) with 
information on your child’s 2020-21 classroom and teacher. 

 

With all students returning, how will you keep our children and families 

safe? 
Health and Safety for all staff and students is our top priority at James Hill Elementary and we are working hard 
to develop schedules, systems and structures that will allow for physical distancing for children and families 
that are in different cohorts.  
 
Limited School Access: 

• The school campus, fields and playgrounds will be closed before and after school 

• Individual families are welcome to return to use the school park or fields after 3:30 pm. 

• Entry into the building is for staff and students only 

• Parents are encouraged to communicate with the school via email or phone 

• Parents are advised to book an appointment with the office if you require access to the school 
 
Health & Safety:   
 

• If a student, staff or other adult has any symptoms, they must not enter the building. 

• For a full list of symptoms of COVID 19, see the BC Centre for Disease Control website. 

• There will be a one-time sign off for parents at the beginning of the year acknowledging they will 
not send their child if they answer “yes” to any of the questions in the daily health check form. 
Please see attached form. 

• If a student/staff exhibits any symptoms of COVID 19, they will be isolated and supervised in our 
COVID medical room and parents will be contacted.  

• If a student or staff is confirmed to have COVID-19, Fraser Health will do an investigation to 
confirm if staff or students have been in close contact with that person and need to self-isolate. 
The school will take direction from Fraser Health on any communications to families if deemed 

necessary.  
 
 



Staggered Daily Start and End Times: 
To ensure physical distancing on the property and safe student entry/exits in the building, we will be 
implementing a staggered start and end time in our daily schedule for the 2020-21 school year. This schedule 
was designed to ensure families only have one drop-off/pick-up time for all siblings. 
 

Daily Schedule: Youngest Child’s LAST Name: 

A-L 
Youngest Child’s LAST Name: 

M-Z 
 

Arrival Time: 8:51 9:01 

Dismissal Time: 2:22 2:32 

 
Important Information: 

• We ask that families arrive promptly at their start time to drop children off and exit the property 
quickly after picking up your children at the end of the day. 

• We recommend the convenience and safety of remaining in your vehicle and using the Drop-off 
lane where staff can greet your child and ensure their safe entry into the school in the mornings. 

 
Staggered Recess and Lunch Times: 
Our school will also be implementing staggered recess and lunch periods to ensure enhanced supervision in 
order to support the health and safety of all our students and staff.  
 
Important Information: 

• Students will remain inside of their classrooms during the eating time of lunch periods. During 
this time, students will work on learning activities and eat their lunch with adult supervision. 

• Students will head outside with their designated cohorts and within their designated play areas 
for the lunch playtime, where they will be supervised.   

 
Handwashing and Hygiene: 
Handwashing is an important aspect of personal hygiene and safety for all students and staff as we return to 
school. Staff will build time into their daily schedules to ensure all students regularly wash their hands 
throughout the day. 
 
Students will be required to:  

• wash their hands upon entering or exiting the building 

• wash their hands prior to entering shared common spaces (gym, Learning Commons, etc.) 

• wash their hands after using the washroom 

• wash their hands before and after eating 

• use assigned individual bathrooms one student at a time 

• use marked, physically distanced wait-spots in hallways when bathroom is occupied 
 
Classroom & School Routines: 
Teachers will be working to teach students the new routines and structures we will need to have in place, both 
in the classroom and throughout the school.  
 
Some of these new procedures include: 

• Individual student materials- students will keep their materials at their desk for their use only. 
Having labeled school supplies is very helpful for student materials. 

• Physical distancing when students interact with students from a different cohort 

• Physical distancing for staff who work with multiple cohorts and/or classes 

• Custodial staff will conduct regular sanitization classroom procedures throughout the school day 

• Traffic flow markers for hallways and signage for common areas (marked entry and exit doors) 

• Students will bring a litter-less lunch and take all lunch items home with them each day for 
cleaning 
 



What does my child need for school start-up? 
To prepare for your child’s successful return: 

• Please visit the school website for school supply lists 

• Ensure all items are labeled with child’s name 

• Consider litter-less lunch containers that can be washed and reused 

• A labeled water bottle  

• Outdoor learning will be much more common this year, so please ensure your child has proper 
footwear and outerwear and is ready for rain or shine 

• A mask (optional) 
 
We acknowledge that this is a lot of information to process and we also know this is a tough time for all 
families. We care about our students and know that the mental health of your child is a priority. Ongoing Mental 
Health supports are accessible and in place for all our students. 
 
We hope that these measures will help you and your family in preparing for your child’s successful return to 
school. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to Ms. Fairley at 
lfairley@sd35.bc.ca. 
 
Please keep an eye out for the email communication on Wednesday, September 9th afternoon. We cannot wait 
to have our JHE community reunite once again! We look forward to welcoming you all on the week of 
September 8th! 
 
Kind Regards, 

Lynn Fairley 
Principal 

mailto:lfairley@sd35.bc.ca

